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9 of a great joy” the angel says to the
4 shepherds and to us. Let us pause for

a moment and put ourselves in the place of these
humble shepherds. What would have gone through
your mind if you heard an angel make such an
announcement to you? What would you have
considered “good news of a
great joy?

When I was around eight
yearsold, L heard of the practice
of making a wish on the
wishbone of a chicken. With a
heartbeatingwith expectation,
I made my wish—ro have all the
Star Wars action figures that
existed at the time—and broke
the wishbone, getting the larger
half. Needless to say, I was one
disappointed eight-year-old the next day when no
trace of my wish materialized. Had the angel
appeared to me at that time, would I have assumed
that the good news he was bringing me was that my
wish had been heard and answered?

Would the shepherds” minds have made a similar

The Angel Appearing to the Shepherds by Thomas Cole, 1833-1834.
leap into the world of wishes and wondered if the
angel was announcing material prosperity and peace
to each of them? And what abour us? When we hear
of good news, do our hearts immediately hope to
hear of something that makes our lives easier or
more pleasant?

The angel continues, however, “For to you is born
this day in the city of David a

Savior, who is Christ the

Lord.”{Lk 2:11% And so we

discover that this good news is

not so much a thing bur a living

Person! Indeed, we know well

Who the angel is talking abour:

“Jesus is the reason for the

season” as the bumper sticker

says. Do we iind ourselves alittle

disappointed? After all, Jesus

lived alongtime ago in a faraway

place. The world He entered into was one with more
than its share of injustice and corruption and our
world today is little better. Can we really hope in this
Good News? Isn't it a bit like setting ourselves up
for disappointment, the way you mighrt if you
really believed you could get your wish by wishing



on a wishbone?

G.K. Chesterton, that English wit, once said that,
"[t]he Christian ideal has not been tried and found
wanting. It has been found difficult; and left untried.”
We all have a common desire for happiness. We may
not all agree where to find it, but at least we are all
engaged in the same treasure hunt. When we speak
of the Good News that Christ brings, we speak of a
freedomthatcanonlybefoundinHim. Whatfreedom?
It is the freedom from ignorance, sin, and death. As
He, Himself, says, “I came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.” (Jn 10:10)

The great question is: do we want this life? Many
might be tempted to say no, but their actions show
otherwise. We are creatures with immortal souls and
our desires tend to be everlasting desires. We do not
want a happiness that comes and goes, or that lasts
for only a year or two. We want a happiness that lasts
FOREVER! We seck the greatest happiness in loving
and being loved but we cannot bear it ending in a
little while, even if that little while is the whole of our
lifetimes. Again and again, we look for something
that eternally satisfies our hearts. God enters into our
world to give us the one thing that can satisfy our
mindsandourhearts,indeedourwholebeing: Himself.
We were made by Him for Him and the one thing
that holds us back is sin. Until we understand that,
we cannot rejoice at the “good news of a great joy”
that is the coming of the Savior... Who will save us
from our sins.

But, for those who do believe and desire the life that
is nothing less than the life of God dwelling within
us, we can take a lesson from the shepherds as they
make their way to Bethlehem to see this thing that
the Lord had made known to them.

First, we see the wonder that impels them. There
isnothingsowonderful than that Godshouldbecome
Man. That the Almighty should be born a tiny baby.
Reading the Old Testament, we see the grandeur of
God’s appearances among His people that often
inspire fear and even terror. It is the same God Who
chose to become a Man because, as someone said:
“He came to pay a debt He didn’t owe, because we
owed a debt we couldn’t pay.” There is nothing more
worthwhile than meditating on this truth and all the

others that follow from it.

Secondly, we see the sign that they saw: the Baby is
laid in a manger. Recall that the manger is not a crib,
but a place where animals eat. It is not a soft, cozy
place for a mother to lay her baby. That the Christ
Child was put there is the sign that the angel gives
the shepherds because they would have recognized,
as anyone would, the peculiarity of that scene. Why
would Mary, who seems an otherwise good and loving
mother, do such a thing? It could only have been from
a divine inspiration. For, on the one hand, her Child
came to suffer and die to free us from sin. On the
other hand, it also points to the Eucharist. For our
Lord remains with us in the sacraments and, above
all, in the Sacrament of the altar: the Holy Eucharist.
But, just as the shepherds had to look with eyes of
Faith to see God hidden in human flesh, so must we
look with eyes of Faith to see Him hidden in what
looks like bread and wine.

Lastly, recall that before the angel disappears, he is
seen surrounded by a multitude of the heavenly host.
This is not the appearance of a church choir, but of
an army. Thatlittle Child, the Good News, the Savior,
iscomingtofightandwinagainsttheforcesofdarkness
and evil. Indeed, he has conquered! But if we wish to
sit triumphant with Him, we too must fight and
conquer. The host of angels remind us that our lives
areabattleground and we are called to fightand defeat
the forces of evil and sin in them. This is a task too
great for any one of us and, once again, we recall that
our Lord has not abandoned us to fight alone. He is
with us. He comes to us again and again at every
Mass and strengthens us with His Body and Blood.

But, if we are not interested in struggling against
sin, if we prefer to live according to our senses and be
tossed about by our desires, then we shall be like all
those who from that day on looked for their Good
Newselsewhere.Indeed, itisathemethatrunsthrough
the Gospels; our Lord was always on the margins
and those who wished to follow Him had to leave the
well-trodden paths of the world to find Him. And,
yet, those who did follow Him were not disappointed.

In Him, they truly found the thing their hearts most
desired: Great joy! i+



