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The 
Good News

of Christ�as



on a wishbone?
G.K. Chesterton, that English wit, once said that, 

"[t]he Christian ideal has not been tried and found 
wanting. It has been found difficult; and left untried.” 
We all have a common desire for happiness. We may 
not all agree where to find it, but at least we are all 
engaged in the same treasure hunt. When we speak 
of the Good News that Christ brings, we speak of a 
freedom that can only be found in Him. What freedom? 
It is the freedom from ignorance, sin, and death. As 
He, Himself, says, “I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.” ( Jn 10:10)

The great question is: do we want this life? Many 
might be tempted to say no, but their actions show 
otherwise. We are creatures with immortal souls and 
our desires tend to be everlasting desires. We do not 
want a happiness that comes and goes, or that lasts 
for only a year or two. We want a happiness that lasts 
FOREVER! We seek the greatest happiness in loving 
and being loved but we cannot bear it ending in a 
little while, even if that little while is the whole of our 
lifetimes. Again and again, we look for something 
that eternally satisfies our hearts. God enters into our 
world to give us the one thing that can satisfy our 
minds and our hearts, indeed our whole being: Himself.
We were made by Him for Him and the one thing 
that holds us back is sin. Until we understand that, 
we cannot rejoice at the “good news of a great joy” 
that is the coming of the Savior… Who will save us 
from our sins.

But, for those who do believe and desire the life that 
is nothing less than the life of God dwelling within 
us, we can take a lesson from the shepherds as they 
make their way to Bethlehem to see this thing that 
the Lord had made known to them. 

First, we see the wonder that impels them. There 
is nothing so wonderful than that God should become
Man. That the Almighty should be born a tiny baby. 
Reading the Old Testament, we see the grandeur of 
God’s appearances among His people that often 
inspire fear and even terror. It is the same God Who 
chose to become a Man because, as someone said: 
“He came to pay a debt He didn’t owe, because we 
owed a debt we couldn’t pay.” There is nothing more 
worthwhile than meditating on this truth and all the 

others that follow from it.
Secondly, we see the sign that they saw: the Baby is 

laid in a manger. Recall that the manger is not a crib, 
but a place where animals eat. It is not a soft, cozy 
place for a mother to lay her baby. That the Christ 
Child was put there is the sign that the angel gives 
the shepherds because they would have recognized, 
as anyone would, the peculiarity of that scene. Why 
would Mary, who seems an otherwise good and loving 
mother, do such a thing? It could only have been from 
a divine inspiration. For, on the one hand, her Child 
came to suffer and die to free us from sin. On the 
other hand, it also points to the Eucharist. For our 
Lord remains with us in the sacraments and, above 
all, in the Sacrament of the altar: the Holy Eucharist. 
But, just as the shepherds had to look with eyes of 
Faith to see God hidden in human flesh, so must we 
look with eyes of Faith to see Him hidden in what 
looks like bread and wine. 

Lastly, recall that before the angel disappears, he is 
seen surrounded by a multitude of the heavenly host. 
This is not the appearance of a church choir, but of 
an army. That little Child, the Good News, the Savior, 
is coming to fight and win against the forces of darkness
and evil. Indeed, he has conquered! But if we wish to 
sit triumphant with Him, we too must fight and 
conquer. The host of angels remind us that our lives 
are a battleground and we are called to fight and defeat 
the forces of evil and sin in them. This is a task too 
great for any one of us and, once again, we recall that 
our Lord has not abandoned us to fight alone. He is 
with us. He comes to us again and again at every 
Mass and strengthens us with His Body and Blood. 

But, if we are not interested in struggling against 
sin, if we prefer to live according to our senses and be 
tossed about by our desires, then we shall be like all 
those who from that day on looked for their Good 
News elsewhere. Indeed, it is a theme that runs through 
the Gospels;  our Lord was always on the margins 
and those who wished to follow Him had to leave the 
well-trodden paths of the world to find Him. And, 
yet, those who did follow Him were not disappointed. 
In Him, they truly found the thing their hearts most 
desired: Great joy! X


